[From  the  Daily  Morning  Chronicle,  Washington  City,  D.  C,  December  27th. ] 


A  BASE  SLANDER  REFUTED. 


We  print  to-day  a  long  communication 
from  W.  Penn.  Clarke,  Esq  ,  formerly 
chief  clerk  of  the  Interior  Depart njent, 
under  Secretary  Harlan,  defending  the 
latter  from  an  attack  on  his  character  as  a 
public  officer  and  a  good  citizen  by  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  Cincinnati  Gazette.  No 
one  who  reads  Mr.  Clarke's  communication 
can  for  a  moment  doubt  that  Mr.  Harlan 
has  been  wantonly  and  wickedly  assailed, 
and  that  the  charges  brought  against  him 
are  utterly  baseless. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Chronicle: 

lhe  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Cincin- 
nati Daily  Gazette,  of  the  17th  inst.,  referring  to 
the  pending  Senatorial  contest  in  Iowa,  and  appa- 
rently for  the  purpose  of  damaging  the  prospects 
of  some  of  the  gentlemen  wh^se  names  are  being 
used  in  that  connection,  travels  out  of  his  way  to 
assail  the  character  of  ex-^ecretary  Harlan,  now 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  distinguished  members 
of  the  United  States  Senate.  In  relation  to  the 
animus  of  the  writer,  it  may  be  observed  that  it  is 
sosceptible  of  proof  that  he  has  admitted  that  Ms 
chief  grievance  was  a  supposed  sympathy  of  the 
ex-Secretary  with  General  O.  O.  Howard  in  a 
church  controversy  between  that  one  armed  vete- 
ran of  the  recent  war  and  the  correspondent's 
father,  an  ex-chaplain  of  the  Hou-e  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  which  resulted  in  dividing  the  Con- 
gregational  Church  of  this  city.  It  has  also  now 
become  public,  as  a  piece  of  city  gossip,  that  this 
correspondent  (and  perhaps  some  other  corres- 
pondents of  the  public  press)  has  taken  offense  at 
Senator  Harlm  and  his  family,  oa  account  of 
some  supposed  indignity  which  he  imagines  he 
had  suffered,  or  some  discrimination  in  favor  of 
one  of  the  reporters  for  the  Chronicle,  at  the 
time  of  the  marriage  of  the  Secretary's  daughter 
to  Robert  T.  Lincoln,  son  of  the  late  President—! 
he  and  they  not  being  informed  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Lincoln  had  requested  that  the  wedding 
should  be  as  private  as  practicable,  on  account  of 
his  mother,  who  very  naturally  wished  to  be  pres- 
©  nt,  and  who  was  still  in  mourning  over  the  terri- 
rible  death  of  her  illustrious  husband.  Your  re- 
porter  was  at  the  time  temporarily  connected 


with,  one  of  Mr.  Harlan's  Senate  committees,  and 
consequently  regarded  as  a  member  of  his  official 
household— a  fact  that  was  probably  overlooked 
by  the  Gazette  correspondent  and  others  to  whom 
we  have  alluded.  These  seem  to  be,  and  so  far  as 
Is  known,  are,  the  motives  which  have  lod  to  this 
malevolent  assault  upon  the  character  of  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  of  our  Republican  Sena- 
tors, which  is  more  disgraceful  to  the  author  than 
the  gentleman  whom  he  has  assailed,  and  which 
cannot  but  excite  the  condemnation  of  all  right- 
thinking  men. 

One  other  motive  may  have  contributed  to  this 
attack.  The  tone  atd  temper  of  this  Gazette  letter 
would  seem  to  justify  the  conviction  that  it  may 
have  been  inspired,  to  gome  extent,  by  the  over- 
anxious friends  of  some  aspirant  lor  senatorial 
honors  in  Iowa,  whose  interests  it  was  imagined 
might  be  advanced  by  blighting  the  lair  fame  o 
those  who  were  considered  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
success.  But  this  of  Itself  would  hardly  be  a  suf- 
ficient motive,  for  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
senator  Harlan  has  taken  no  part  in  the  contest, 
nor  even  expressed  a  preference  in  favor  of  any 
one  of  the  various  aspirants. 

The  charges  airainst  the  ex-Seeretary  are  not 
only  malevolent,  but  contemptible  in  their  charac- 
ter. Nearly  all  of  the  allegations  of  misconduct 
relate  to  trivial  matters,  out  of  which,  according 
to  the  writer's  own  showiDg,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  realize  sufficient  pecuniary 
profit  to  amount  to  a  temptation  to  do  wrong 
on  the  part  of  a  high  official  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  head  of  a  Department,  who 
controls  the  disbursement  of  multiplied  mJL 
lions  of  the  public  treasure  were  oisposed  to  de- 
fraud the  Government,  he  would  hardly  waste  his 
time  in  an  attempt  to  misapply  a  lew  quires  of 
paper,  or  a  few  tons  of  coal.  The  charges,  there- 
fore, are  not  only  improbable  in  themselves,  but 
are  contradicted  by  the  whole  tenor  cf  Senator 
Harlan's  publio  and  private  life  and  charaoter. 
Upon  these  ne  might  safely  rely  as  a  complete  de- 
fense against  the  envenomed  attacks  of  anony- 
mous sensational  writers,  and  not  fear  the  result. 
But  in  justice  to  Senator  Harlan,  and  as  a  duty 
iweowetothe  party  organization  of  which  he  is 
Jone  of  the  oldest  and  most  useful  members,  we 
'shall  proceed  to  refute  the  oharg«s  of  the  Gazette 
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correspondent,  and  demonstrate  that  they  are  des- 
titute of  any  foundation  in  fact  or  truth. 

Dr.  John  R.  Goodwin  is  our  first  witness— the 
very  man  whom  the  Gazette  correspondent  insinu- 
ates knows  all  the  facts.  While  Mr.  Harlan  was 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Goodwin  was  the  dis- 
bursing officer  of  the  Department,  as  he  is  at  the 
present  time;  and  In  the  following  affidavit  he 
thus  sums  up  and  contradicts  many  of  the  charges 
of  the  Gazette: 

Washington,  D.  C  ,  Deo  23, 1869. 

In  a  communication  published  iu  the  Cincinnati 
Daily  Gazette  of  the  17th  inst.,  the  writer  assails 
the  cbaracierof  the  Hon.  James  Harlan,  by  charg- 
ing :  that  while  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  he 
appointed  his  son  to  the  office  of  messenger:  that 
he  used  Government  horses,  and  paid  $60  per 
month  for  keeping  the  pair;  that  he  paid  the 
driver  of  the  team  from  the  public  (unds;  that  he 
discharged  the  driver  because  he  refused  to  dress 
in  livery,  at  his  own  expense;  that  he  caused  a  bill 
of  $650  for  fancy  paper,  cards,  knives,  scissors,  &o  , 
for  the  use  of  his  household,  to  be  paid  for  from 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Department;  that  he 
caused  coal  to  be  sent  from  the  cellars  of  the  Depig- 
ment to  his  own  house,  for  his  private  use ;  that 
he  rented,  and  caused  to  be  fitted  up,  rooms  for 
my  private  use,  with  public  lunds  ;  and  that  he 
took  carpets  and  other  articles  from  the  Depart- 
ment, and  converted  them  to  privatejuse 

I,  on  oath,  say  that  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  that  Mr.  Harlan  was  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  I  was  disbursing  clerk  and  superintend- 
ent of  the  buildinx.  Darlnwr  that  time,  I  paid  ali 
bills  that  were  paid  lor  salaries  and  for  contin- 
gencies, and  al-o,  as  superintendett.  had  charge  of 
the  purchase  of  stationery,  and  furniture,  and  fuel 
for  the  Department ;  and  the  contracts  and  bill* 
connected  with  such  purchases  are  now  in  the 
office  of  the  disbursing  clerk.  These  show  that 
the  Secretary's  son  was  paid  as  a  messenger  for 
the  period  of  seventy  -  three  (73)  days,  and  no  more; 
during  that  time  he  performed  duty  as  messenger, 
often  during  the  day.  and  often  at  night  The 
rate  of  pay  was  that  usually  paid  to  messengers, 
and  allowed  by  law. 

Every  member  of  the  Cabinet  has  a  span  of 
horses  furnished  and  boarded  for  official  use,  and 
also  a  driver.  Mr.  Harlan  paid  $50  per  month  for! 
tbe  board,  and  not  $60,  as  alleged.  This  Is  the! 
record,  and  it  is  the  customary  price. 

Mr  Harlan's  driver  never  dressed  in  livery.  I 
am  of  opinion  that  he  never  discharged  a  driver: 
becausehe  would  not  dress  in  livery,  else  the  suc- 
cessor would  have  so  dressed. 

He  never  caused  to  be  paid  $720  each,  on  the 
rolls  of  the  Department,  to  two  men— one  for  a 
footman,  and  one  for  a  diniDK-room  servant.  I| 
am  intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Harlan  andj 
his  family,  and  was  frequently  at  his  nouse  as  aj 
personal  friend  while  he  was  Secretary,  and  per- j 
sonallyknowthat.be  had  a  sufficient  number  of 
private  servants  to  perform  all  the  ordinary  duties 
connected  with  his  household. 

I  haye  carefully  exam'ned  the  records  of  the  I 
office,  and  find  no  bill  of  $650  as  having  been  paid 
for  fancy  stationery,  &c,  for  the  use  of  his  bouse- 1 
hold,  nor  any  other  tbat  can  justify  the  charge.! 
There  was  no  such  bill  paid. 

He  never  rented  any  room  for  my  private  use  ! 
During  his  term  of  service  I  occupied  rooms 
rented  by  myself  from  Mr.  Samuel  Matree,  an  old  I 
citizen,  and  the  Government  never  paid  for  any 
rooms  occupied  by  myself  for  private  use. 

He  never  received  from  the  cellars  of  the  De- 
partment any  coal  for  his  private  use.  If  such 
had  been  the  case,  I,  as  superintendent,  would 
have  known  it 

He  never  received  from  the  Department  carpets 
or  other  furniture  which  he  did  not  pay  for  at  a 
full  value,  appraised  by  impartial  and  competent 
appraisers.  John  K.  Goodwin. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington  County  to  wit: 

On  this  24tb  day  of  December,  1869,  before  me, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  iu  and  for  said 
county* personally  appeared  John  B-  Goodwin,} 
who,  upon  being  sworn  according  to  law,  did  de- ! 


pose  and  say  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true 
and  correct  in  every  particular. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  on  this  day. 

[sisal, ]  K.  B.  Nixon,  J.  P. 

Thomas  D.  Bond,  then  as  now,  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Interior  Department,  and  the  cu3todian  of 
the  fuel  of  the  Department,  makes  the  following 
statement  under  oath,  which,  in  connection  with 
the  affidavit  of  Dr.  Goodwin,  completely  disposes 
of  the  dastardly  slander  about  the  misuse  of  gov- 
ernment coal : 

I,  Thomas  D.  Bond,  on  oath,  depose  and  say, 
that  I  am  now,  and  was  during  the  whole  period 
of  Hon.  James  Harlan's  service  as  >ecretary  of 
the  Interior,  (Jhief  Engineer  of  said  Department, 
and  was  then,  andam  now,  custodian  of  all  thetuel 
received  for  Its  use;  and  I  lurther  depose  and  say, 
that  1  know  jfperaonaliy  that  no  coal  or  other  fuel 
was  ever  taken  from  the  Department  to  the  res- 
idence of  the  said  Secretary.  I  also  depose  and 
say,  that  I  acted  as  the  said  Secretary's  airent  in 
purchasing  fuel  for  bis  residence  and  office  at 
his  house;  that  several  times  I  procured  it  of  the 
government  contractor,  but  tnat  in  every  case,  a 
separate  bill  was  made  out  against  the  Secretary 
for  the  whole  amouot,  and  paid  for  by  me  as  bia 
agent,  he  handing  me  the  money  to  pay  for  th© 
same;  and  that  no  part  of  said  coal  or  other  luel 
was  ever  paid  for  by  the  Department.  I  also  de- 
pose and  say,  that  I  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  said  Secretary  and  bis  family,  was  often  In 
and  through  his  house,  and  do  not  believe  it  pos- 
sible that  property  of  any  Kind  could  have  been 
taken  from  the  Department  to,  and  used  at,  bis 
residence,  wicbout  my  knowledge;  and  that  he 
was  always  scrupulously  exact  in  paying  for  every 
thing,  even  of  the  most  trivial  character,  turned 
over  to  his  privats  use  or  that  of  his  family. 

Thomas  D.  Bond. 
District  of  Columbia,  Washington  County,  to  wit: 

On  this  21st  day  of  December,  1869,  before  me, 
the  subscriber,  one  of  tne  justices  of  the  peace  la 
and  for  said  county,  personally  appeared  Thomas 
D.  Bond,  and  being  sworn  accoroing  to  law,  did 
depose  and  sav  that  the  within  statement  is  true 
and  correct. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  21st  day 
of  December,  1869. 
[seal,.]  R.  B.  Nixon,  J.  P. 

The  next  charge  against  the  ex-Secretary  I&, 
that  he  became  tbe  purchaser  of  a  pair  of  horses. 
tQlonglng  to  the  Department  at  a  nominal  value. 
This  falsehood  is  completely  refuted  by  the  fol 
lowiox  affidavit  of  Charles  H.  Sherrill,  John  T. 
Price,  and  Colonel  Theodore  B.  Samo,  all  three 
well  known  gentlemen  of  this  city,  of  unim- 
peachable character,  and  known  to  be  excellent 
judges  of  this  kind  of  property.  Colonel  Samo 
was  then,  and  is  now,  in  the  service  of  tbe  Inte* 
rior  Department  as  the  engineer  of  the  aqueduct, 
and  Mr.  Price  is  an  old  and  large  dealer  in 
horses,  and  well  known  to  all  dealers  in  stock. 
But  to  the  affidavit : 

Washington  City,  D  C,  Dec.  24, 1869. 

The  undersigned,  Charles  H.  Sherrill,  John  T. 
Price,  and  Theodore  B.  Samo,  having  seen  an  ar- 
ticle published  in  tne  Cincinnati  uazette  of  the 
17ih  instant,  charging  Hon.  James  Harlan  with 
having  procured  a  couple  of  horses  of  the  Interior 
Department  at  a  nominal  price,  state  on  oath, 
that  on  the  request  of  the  Secretary,  we  examined 
and  appraised  said  horses  before  their  purchase, 
and  valued  one  of  them  at  one  hundred  collars, 
and  the  other  one  at  two  hundred  dollars.  The 
first  one  was  old,  and  was  afflioted  with  the  dis- 
ease known  as  heaves;  the  other  was  defective, 
being  knee-sprung  and  afflicted  with  corns  and 
other  defects  No  one  of  us  thought  the  horses 
worth  more  than  the  price  named,  and  some 
thought  them  worth  less  than  the  amount  named; 
and  no  one  of  us  then  thought  that  they  would 
have  commanded  th*t  price  in  open  market.  We 
were  eafeh  well  acquainted  with  said  horVes.  Two 
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of  us  had  often  driven  them,  and  the  other  one  of 
us,  John  T.  Price,  is,  and  has  been  for  a  long  pe 
riod,  a,  dealer  in  horses;  and  we  consider  our- 
eelves  good  judges  of  the  value  of  mat  kind  of 

StOCk.  CHAS.  H.  bHERKILL. 

John  T.  Prick. 
Theodore  B.  Samo. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington  County ,  to  ivit: 

Un  this  24th  day  of  December,  I8ti9,  before  ma, 
one  oi  the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  aDd  for  the  said 
county,  personally  appeared  Charles  H.  Sherrill, 
John  T.  Price,  and  Theodore  8.  Samo,  who  beiDg 
each  and  severally  sworn  according  to  law,  did 
depose  and  say  that  the  within  statement  was 
true  and  correct 
Subscribed  aad  sworn  to  before  me  this  day. 
{skal]  R  B  Nixon,J.  P. 

The  truth  about  this  whole  horse  matter  Is  that 
Senator  Harlan's  family ,  having  occasionally  used 
the  horses,  and  became  attached  to  them,  desired 
to  retain  them,  and  he,  to  gratify  the  family,  pur- 
chased the  horses  at  more  than  their  real  cash 
value.  No  one  can  doubt  this  after  reading  the 
foregoing  affidavit.  We  might  rest  the  refutation 
of  these  charges  in  relation  to  the  coal  and  horses 
upon  tne  sworn  statements  of  the  gentlemen  above 
named,  but  to  leave  no  room  for  doubt  that  all  these 
things  were  honestly  pail  for,  we  annex  the  fol 
lowiog  receipts  : 

Received,  Washington.  D.  C,  August  31,  1866,  oi 
Hon  James  H*rlan,  $320,  tor  one  pair  of  horses 
and  harness,  as  per  appraisement. 

William  S.  Marsh, 
Disbursing  agent,  (Aqueduct. ) 

Washington,  D  0.,  August  9. 1866. 
Hon  James  H  vRlan  Bought  of  s.  f.  Brown  & 
Son,  forwarolug  aud  cowuiissioo  merchants,  JNo. 
466  Ninth  street  between  £  and  F  streets: 


1866— August  9  10  tons  l..  M.  white  ash  egg 

co  al  at  $7  90    $79  00 

1866— August  9.  11  tons  red  asn  stove  at  $8  10  89  10 

168  10 

Received  payment, 
[Stamp  ]  s.  f.  Brown  &  Son. 


Washington,  January  18,  1866. 
Hon.  James  Harlan 

To  H.  Clay  Stewart,  Dr 

1865—  Deo.  14.  To  5  tons  grate  coal  at  $9  40..  $47  00 

6toti8lurnacedo.,  at  $9  93.  49  50 
Putting  in  do  ,  10  tons,  at 
75  cents   7  50 

1866—  Jan.  18.  To  10  tons  coal  at  $15   150  00 

PuttinginlO  tonsat7oc.     7  50 


261  50 

Recsived  payment, 
[Stamp  ]  H.  clay  Stewart. 

Now,  in  relation  to  the  charge  about  the  iurnl- 
ture.  It  has  been  the  custom  from  the  formation 
of  the  Department  for  the  Government  to  furnish 
a  room  at  the  Secretary's  residence  for  an  office, 
where  he  receives  visitors,  and  ofien  transacts 
public  business  after  office  hours.  Thil  was  done 
in  Secretary  Harlan's  case  as  a  matter  of  course, 
iocludiDg  desk,  carpet,  office  chairs,  &c  while 
this  was  being  done,  Fome  pieces  of  old.  cast-off  car- 
peting, considered  worthless,  were  procured  by 
his  fa  nlly  lor  the  use  of  the  domestics  in  the 
kitchen  and  basement;  and,,  at  or  about  the  time 
of  Secretary  Harlan'*  retirement  from  the  Depart- 
ment, all  of  these  articles  at  his  request,  were 
appraised,  and  subsequently  paid  for  by  him,  as  is 
shown  by  the  following  receipt: 

Departmunt  op  the  Interior, 
W AbH innto m ,  Uecetnuer  1.  1866. 
Received  of  Hon.  Jam&s  Harlan,  two  hundred 
and  nicety  five  dollars,  ($293)  in  pay  for  furniture, 


<fcc  ,  as  per  appraisement  of  Mr.  E  H.  King,  made 
December  1, 18o6,  and  on  file  in  the  Department  of 
the  Interior.  J.  R.  Goodwin, 

Superintendent. 

We  come  next  to  the  ridiculous  statement  in 
relation  to  services  of  Department  employes  at 
Mr.  Harlan's  residence.  Mr.  William  Syphax 
has  been,  almost  since  the  organization  of  the 
Interior  Department,  the  messenger  of  the  Secre- 
tary, and  still  holds  that  pobition.  It  is  his  auty 
to  take  in  to  the  Secretary  the  cards  of  vi-itors, 
and  usher  them  into  his  presence.  By  reason  of 
this  long  service,  he  has  become  personally 
acquainted  with  all  the  Senators  and  members  of 
Congress,  as  well  as  other  officials;  and  on  public 
occasions,  as  he  states  in  the  following  affidavit, 
he  frequently  attended  at  Mr.  Harlan's  to  attend 
tho  door  and  receive  the  visitors,  for  which  service 
he  was  alw»ys  generously  paid  by  the  Senator's 
lady.  If  any  of  the  other  employes  rendered  any 
services  at  the  residence  of  the  senator,  it  was 
usually  on  similar  occisions,  when  they  were  not 
required  to  be  at  the  Department,  and  for  which 
they  were  amply  compensated.  The  charge  that 
the  Secretary's  servants  wore  livery,  and  that 
the  coachman  was  discharged  for  the  reason  that 
be  refused  to  purchase  a  suit  oi  livery  at  his  own 
expense,  is  reiuted  by  the  statements  of  Dr.  Good- 
win given  above.  The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Syphax 
reads  as  follows: 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  14,1  869. 

I.William  Syphax,  on  oath,  state  that  I  am 
now,  and  was  duriog  the  whole  period  of  Hon. 
James  Harlan's  service  as  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, and  for  a  long  period  before,  messenger  to 
the  Secretary ;  that  I  was  familiarly  acquainted 
wiih  secretary  Harlan's  household,  and  that,  on 
extranrdioary  occasions,  such  as  public  recep. 
tions,  durintf  what  is  called  tha  fashionable  sea- 
sou,  when  there  were  multitudes  of  official  callers 
and  visitors,  I  was  frequently  at  his  house  (as  I 
know  personally  nearlv  all  the  Senators  and  mem- 
bers, and  other  M>?h  officials,)  to  attend  the  door 
and  re  ?eive  the  guests,  as  was  the  custom  beiore 
he  became  Secretary,  and  that  I  rendered  such 
service  voluntarily,  afier  office  hours,  and  was  al- 
ways well  paid  theretor  by  Mrs.  Harlan. 

W. Syphax. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington  County,  to  wit: 

On  tbis  24th  day  «)f  Uecetuber,  1869,  before  me, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said 
county,  personally  appeared  William  Syphax, 
who,  being  sworn  according  to  law,  did  depose 
ana  say  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true  and 
correct. 

subscrioed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  day. 
[seal  ]  R  B.  Nixon,  J  .  P. 

The  following  affidavit  of  Judge  Killpatrick  la 
also  to  the  same  purport: 

Washington,  December  25,  1869. 
I,  Ephraim  Ktllpatricti,  state  on  oath  that 
during  the  whole  time  that  Hon.  James  Harlan 
was  secretary  of  the  Interior  1  was  a  clerk  in  the 
Department;  part  oi  the  time  acting  as  chief 
clerk,  an-i  the  remainder  of  the  time  as  a  elerk  in 
in  «>ne  of  the  divisions  of  the  office,  the  most  of  the 
time  at  a  desu  in  the  room  occupied  by  tne  Secre 
tarj  ;  that  I  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
Secretary  and  his  lamtly,  and  was  often  at  his 
house;  his  family  consisted  o(  himself,  his  wife, 
and  two  children;  that  he  h*d  at  his  house  con- 
tinuously several  servants— enough,  in  my  judg- 
ment, to  perform  all  the  ordinary  duties  connected 
with  his  househola — in  no  way  connected  with  the 
Depart  ment,  or  borne  on  its  rolls.  He  had  a  room 
fitted  up  as  an  office  at  his  residence,  as  I  under- 
stand has  always  been  the  custom  wf  the  head  of 
the  Department,  where  he  transacted  a  large 
amount  of  official  business,  and  I  have  observed 
an  employe— sometimes  one  and  scmetimes  an- 
other—at this  office  room,  to  attend  at  the  door 


and  to  co  messerger  duty,  and  I  have  been  toll 
mat  said  employe  sometimes  exchanged  wori 
with  one  of  the  private  servants-  Un  public  occa- 
sion?, such,  as  receptions  dinners,  and  during 
wLac  is  called  the  iHsnionable  season,  and  periods 
of  extraordinary  pressure,  wten  there  was  a  mul 
tnude  of  official  calle-s.  me-sa:^::  an  >thei 
employes  of  the  Department  were  frequently 
present,  rendering  the  necessary  assistance;  but. 
as  'ar  as  I  ever  noticed,  rone  o:  the  Depar'cmen' 
messengers  o-  employes  were  ever  so  employe-  as 
to  iate^  fere  with  their  official  duties.  1  further 
state  that  Mr.  Harlan,  so  lar  as  I  know  and  be- 
lieve, has  never,  either  while  ns  was  Secretary,  r 
before  or  slice,  ha"  a  servant  in  ,iver\  in  his  em- 
ploy, either  as  coachmaa  or  in  any  otLer  capacity. 

E  XlLi.PAT.RRK. 

District  of  Columbia,  Washington  County,  to  vrit: 

On  this  25tn  day  of  Jjeeeuiuer,  l;-t9."befure  the 
pnbscri'  er.  one  of  tne  jus'ices  of  the  peace  in  and 
fcrtne  said  county,  personally  appeared  t.  Kiil- 
patriek.  who,  beinij  sworn  according  to  law.  did 
iiep.>se  and  say  that  the  fore^oin^  statement  is 
true  arn  co-rct  in  every  particular 
Subscribed  and  s ffrrn  tu  before  rne. 
[stiL  ]  R.  B.  Nnos,  J.  P. 

Having  disposed  of  these  trivial  charges  against 
the  ex  secretary— and  which  we  have  shown  to 
be  the  mere  inventions  of  a  malicious  heart — we 
proceed  to  notice  of  era  more  particularly  affect- 
log  his  official  conduct,  and  which  will  be  foun^ 
eqmliy  unsupported  by  truth.  Tne  unblushing 
dedarati  n  that  Secretary  Harlan  violated  the 
1  iff  In  accepting  the  first  section  of  f  rry  miles  of 
the  Kansas  oranch  of  the  "Cniea  Pacific  Railroad, 
and  the  c  ;wardly  insinuation  that  he  did  bo  from 
improper  considerations  received  from  the  com- 
pany, through  its  President,  John  D  Perry,  is 
uriven  fo  the  wall  by  the  voluntary  sta'ement  oi 
General  William  J  Palmer,  tne  Treasurer  of  the 
compan}  ,  sent  to  Mr.  Harlan  last  winter,  after 
that  uentleman  had  read  a  similar  attack  In  the 
Gazette,  rntde  by  -his  fame  correspondent,  about 
a  year  since.  F  ->ia  this  statement  it  appears  that 
>ecretary  riarlan  was  overruled  by  the  then 
Pre  si  i  en-.  Andre  w  Jomsoo,  and  afterwards  a :  I  e  : 
in  this  matter  uncer  the  president's  orders  : 

TJwioh  Pacific  Railway,  E.  D  , 
WAjHiSGioy.  D.  C.  February  25,  18E9 
Eon  James  Ha  dan,  U.  S.  Senator: 

-in:  jl\  attention  having  ceen  called  to  a  pub- 
lication in  the  Cincinnati  Gazette  of  the  23d  nit., 
charging  you  with  dereliction  of  duty  as  Secre- 
tary, in  connection  with  the  acceptance  of  'he 
first  section  of  forty  miles  of  the  Union  Pacific 
railway,  eastern  division,  and  partlcnlanv 
noting  an  apj.a'ent  conflict  cetween  your  recom- 
mendation or  l\Iay  29.  a: vising  the  Fre-iient 
lb  -t  said  Meiion  should  no:  be  accepted,  and  your 
le'ter  of  -  «  otober  25,  1S55,  following,  in  wLicn. 
after  reciJng  that  the  company  bad  entered  into 
nn  aareenent  to  make  certain  required  improve- 
ments, you  advised  that  the  Secretary  of  tne 
Treasury  and-  tne  Secretary  of  tne  Inieri:r  be 
directed  to  carrv  into  erect  the  provisions  of  law 
in  regard  to  said  completed  section.  I  deem  it  due 
to  you,  a  -  d  t->  truth,  to  say  that  i  was  at  the  time 
personally  present  at  interviews  between  your- 
self ard  officers  or  said  company,  and  between 
said  (fficers  and  the  Pre*;dert  or  the  United 
States  ;  ttat  a  dirlere  .ce  <  f  •.-pition  a'  -e  be  twee  •• 
you  and  tbe  company  in  regard  to  the  decree  cf 
perfec  i  n  require:,  hytheidw  under  the  phrase, 
••first- cla?s  railroad;"  that  you  uniicrmiv  and 
persistently  insisted  on  a  higher  S'andard  "being 
adopted  than  that  set  up  by  the  ctmpany  anu  the 
corn missFrers  r s :  *p  p  tint?  :  to  e'sirline  sal: 
oad;  that  you  Fankly  tolo  tne  officers  of  the  cob- 
par  y  tn-it.  so  tar  as  it  cepended  on  ycer  official 
acti  m  neither  the  ben^ s  nor  the  line's  pertaining 
to  said  section  would  he  issued  and  patented 
TinMl  sajrj  section  was  male  to  conform  to  a  stand 
ard  higLer  than  that  which  the  com|  at  7  thought 


the  law  required,  or  that  was  praclicab'e  un  le: 
the  limited  "aid  granted  07  tbe  'j-jvernmsnt  ia 
that  ne.v  country. 

L'eea  tn^it  to  ::e  ;vin?eof  the  President 
of  the  United  states,  and  no  that  of  the  >ecretary 
of  tLe  Interior,  to  decide  whether  tne  said  sectitta 

i  had  or  had  not  been  const:  ucted  according  to  law, 

1  the  officers  of  'he  company  requested  him  Go 
examine  the  subject  ptrsonally."  wlicu  ne  pro- 
ceeded to  do:  whereupon  a  fu'l  and  tree  confer- 
ence was  had  at  the  Executive  Vansion.  "etween 
the  President,  the  Se  cretary  of  the  Interior,  the 
secretary  ot"  tne  Treasury,  tne  tree's  r  the  1  m- 
pany,  and  several  of  tLe  p'lncUat  stockholders  <»f 

!  the  road,  where  every  thiDg  pertaining  to  said 
section  of  road  was  tully  explained,  and  all  ob- 
jections to  its  acceptance  were  tully  canvassed. 
Tnis  interview  resu'ted  as  we  expected,  in  an 
executive  order  for  tne  issuance  of  the  subsidy  in 

'  honds  and  lands,  pertaining  tu  said  section. "the 
c  mpany  first  agreeing  to  make  certa'n  improve- 
ments of  grades,  curves,  bridges.  &c  ,  which  their 

I  own  and  the  puolic  interest  demanded,  and  wntch 
they  contemplated  making  had  no  such  agree- 
ment oeen  entered  into. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  that  Ishruli  al;o  s'ate 
that  1  was  at  that  time,  an  i  have  been  ever  since, 
Treasurer  of  said  company,  and  nave  been  the 
custodian  of  its  books  and  papers,  and  teat  I  per- 
sonally know  that  you  have  never  had  at  any  time 
the  slightest  pecuniary  interest  in  this  cjmpany, 
its  property,  or  tranchises. 

'Very  respectfully,  j  our  obedient  se'vant, 

Wx  J.  Palm  sr. 

The  malicious  character  of  this  attack  n  Senator 
Harlan  is  further  evidenced  by  the  reproduction  by 
this  corresp  indent  of  his  old  charge  in  relation  to 

;  the  sale  of  the  Caerokee  neutral  lands,  and  needs 
no  other  notice  than  tLe  s'atement  that  this  s  an- 

ider  was  completely  exposed  and  re:ut*d  by  Mr. 
Harlan  on  tne  floor  of  the  Ser  ate  last  winter,  and 

I  that  the  public  records  show  that  the  sale  made 
oy  him  was  at  as  high  a  rate  as  the  land  would  at 
chat  0      .  1 1 :  ...  e 

ac-crtisirg,  and  delaying  tne  5  a  e  :  tr  —  tre  tii'  a 
year,  his  successor.  Hon.  O.  H  Browning,  was 
unable  to  erect  a  sale  at  a  higner  rate.  The-e 
tac  s  are  established  by  House  Ex.  Doc.  No.  85,  2  1 
session  Fortieth  Congre-s,  over  ir,  Browning's 
wn  signature,  from  which  we  extract  the  follow- 
ing 

In  respect  to  the  sale  of  the  Cherokee  neutral 
lands  I  deem  it  proper  to  remarkthat  by  the  tera>< 
ot  the  treaty  it  is  optional  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  lntericr  to  sell  them  in  separate  tracts  at'nrt 
,ess  than  an  average  or  $1  25  per  acre,  or  ia  a 
b.  1 7  at  no  t  less  tnan  $  1  per  acre. 

Tne  provision  of  the  treaty  for  the  sale  in  sepa- 
rate tra  sts  is.  that  after  the  lands  saaii  nave  been 
surveyed,  they  shall  be  appraised  at  an  averse 
of  not  less  than  25  per  acre,  exc.usire  of  im- 
provements, and  after  advertising  lor  sealed  b.ds, 
.-hall  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  for  cash,  in 
parcels  no;  exceeding  oue  Lund'ed  ard  sixty  acres, 
and  at  not  less  ;h*n  the  appraised  value. 
!  Another  provision  of  the  ireity  authorizes  the 
Secretary  •. :'  tie  Interior  tt  sell  t_e  w h : le  .  t'  s ai  l 
lands  not  occupied  by  actual  settlers,  in  a  body,  to 
any  r  =  .;v.  t .e  party,  :';r  c^:_,  :.r  a  :atca  n:t  less 
th j-n  ;i  p er  are, 

Tie  Sale  id  separate  parcels,  on  sealed  bids,  is 
sub  ect  to  the  disadvan  aiies  of  requiring  years  of 
time  and  of  leaving  all  tLe  refuse  lands  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indian*  unsold  1  did  not  doubt  th -t 
*n  immediate  sale,  in  a  body,  at  *l  per  acre,  wouM 
bo  greatly  more  to  the  interest  0!  tue  Indian:  than 
a  tardy  sale  of  the  cboice  lands  in  separate  tracts 
at  the  appraised  value,  with  the  i  -feri  r  lands  iefc 
undisposed  of  for  yea's,  and  have,  consequently, 
teen  cesirous  to  find  a  purchaser  wto  woul  1  take 
them  all.  jfood  and  na1  to^etner.  at  *1  per  acre. 

vsrhthis  vleff  1  suggested  and  u'jftd  »t  the 
l^st  session  of  Congress  that  the  United  States 
should  become  the"  purchaser,  at  «re  dollar  per 
acre,  and  issua  b-jnds  in  pa\  ment  therejf.   Sach  a 
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proposition  was,  I  believe,  submitted  to  Congress, 
but  nut  accepted. 

After  the  adjournment  of  Congress  I  authorized 
an  unofficial  statement  to  be  made  in  the  news 
papers  that  the  proposals  for  the  purchase  of  said 
lands  ia  a  body  would  ba  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment until  the  1st  of  October. 

Early  ia  October  Air.  James  F.  Joy,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  proposed  to  take  the  lands  in  a  body  at  one 
Collar  per  acre,  and  pay  the  cash  for  them. 

Wo  utber  offer  was  made;  I  accepted  Mr.  Joy's, 
and  concluded  a  contract  with  him,  from  which 
all  lands  occupied  by  actual  set'lers  at  the  dace 
of  the  raiification  of  the  treaty  wera  excluded.  A 
copy  of  the  contract  is  herewith  furnished. 

The  money  would  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Joy, 
and  the  lands  conveyed  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
tract, had  the  number  of  acres  sold  been  known. 
But  as  all  the  lanas  occupied  by  actual  settlors 
weie  excluded  froui  the  sale,  ic  was  necessary  to 
ascertain  tue  quantity  thus  occupied  to  determine 
bow  many  acres  remained  to  be  p*id  for  by  Mr. 
Joy.  Commissioners  are  now  engaged  in  esti- 
mating and  appraising  the  improved  tracts.  As 
>  soon  as  they  shall  have  completed  their  labors  and 
*  reported,  the  contract  will  oe consummated  by  ac- 
cepting the  ourchase  money  and  causing  the  iaad 
to  i>e  patented  to  the  purchaser. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O  H  Browwihg,  c-turetary. 

Hon.  t-  chuylbk  Uolfax,  Speaker  of  tne  House 
01  KepreaentatWes 

That  this  subsequent  sa'e  by  Mr  Browning 
was  not  considered  by  the  Indians  the  Depart- 
ment, and  the  Senate,  more  for  the  interest  of  the 
(Jherokee  trioe,  than  the  sale  previously  made 
by  Mr  Harlan,  is  fully  proved  by  the  tact  that  a 
fcubsequent  treaty  was  made  bet  ween  the  Cherokess 
and  the  Government,  which  was  ratified  by  the 
Senate,  authorizing  the  cancellation  of  the  sale 
made  by  Secretary  Browning,  and  carrying  into 
effect  that  previously  made  by  Secretary  Harlan,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  add,  in  this  connection, 
as  showing  tno  confidence  In  Senator  Harlan's 
integrity  entertaiued  by  his  brother  Senators,  th»t 
in  the  face  of  this  blander,  and  while  it  uou-t  have 
been  Jre°h  in  the  memory  of  eich,  the  Senate 
placed  that  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Indian  Affairs,  where  he  still  remains,  thus 
evidencing  their  appreciation  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  subjects  pertaining  t<»  that  committee,  and 
their  undiminished  respect  for  uim  as  an  upright 
it  an. 

The  last  al'ega'ion  contained  in  this  correspond- 
ent's letter,  affecting  Mr.  Harlan's  character, 
charges  that  he  and  Commissioner  C  oley,  of  »he 
Indian  Bureau,  -'worked  night  and  day  to  perfect 
a  sale  of  the  Dataware  Indian  lands,  on  fraud- 
ulent papers  of  so  transparent  a  character  that  a 
clerk,  who  was  directed  by  Copley  to  fill  them  up, 
thrust  the  a  back  in  his  face,  telling  him  plainly 
that  the  whole  thing  was  a  swiudle,  which  would 
ieturu  one  day  to  damn  all  conueittd  with  it. 
But  the  mafer  was  Oriven  turoiiKh  by  the  active 
and  combined  efforts  of  Harlan  arid  Cooley,  and 
1  ne  lands  sold  to  the  railroad,  at  nearly  $luo,00  i 
"  less  than  well-known  and  responsible  parties  bid 
in  writing  under  the  tei  ms  of  the  treaty.  *  *  * 
The  whole  thing  was  a  bare-faced  swindle;  first, 
upon  the  tribe,  which  knew  nothing  of  the  treaty 
which  had  been  obtained  from  a  few  by  fraud  ; 
and  secondly,  upon  the  United  States,  which  lost 
fully  UilOO,000  by  the  subsequent  sale  " 

This  is  a  revival  of  an  old,  stale  charge  made 
about  a  year  since  by  ihis  Sitae  correspondent  in 
the  same  \  aper,  which  seems  to  be  the  reoeptacle 
of  all  of  this  writer's  fabrications,  and  which  was 
deemed  by  the  friends  of  the  parties  referred  to  to 


be  so  transparently  false,  and  which  was  so  flatly 
contradicted  by  the  puMlc  records,  as  to  need  do 
formal  refutation.  The  treaty  referred  to  pro- 
vided that  the  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company, 
whose  roads  were  located  through  these  lands, 
where  many  of  those  Indicts  lived,  might,  within 
a  given  period  after  the  publication  of  th.3  treaty, 
purchase  them  at  not  less  than  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  p  >r  acre,  adding  the  appraised  value  of 
improvements;  and  if  not  so  purchased  by  said 
company,  then,  under  certain  restrictions,  to  be 
sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  The  company  gave 
notice  of  acceptance,  filed  bond  as  provided  by 
the  treaty,  and  demanded  that  the  contract  should 
be  closed  insisting  that  it  was  entitled,  within  the 
period  fixed  by  the  treaty,  to  the  exclusive  right  to 
purchase  at  the  stipulated  price.  t-ecretary 
Harlan,  however,  held  that  the  treaty  was  sus- 
ceptible of  a  different  construction,  and  kept  the 
matter  open  for  other  bids  until  near  the  close  of 
the  period  named  in  the  treaty.  No  other  bid 
being  received,  ho  notified  the  oompany  that  its 
bid  Lad  been  accepted.  But  on  the  same  day,  and 
before  the  contract  had  been  executed  and  de- 
livered, Genera?  fhomas  Ewlng,  Jr.,  the  law 
partner  of  the  Incoming  Secretary,  (Mr.  Brown- 
ing,) called  at  the  Department,  and  filed  a  bid, 
as' he  stated,  in  the  Interests  of  certain  clients  of 
his,  proposing  to  purchase  these  lands  at  the  rate 
of  three  dollars  and  one  cent  per  acre.  The 
Secretary,  doubting  whether  this  bid  had  been  re- 
ceived in  time,  ioformel  the  parties  that  under 
the  existing  stue  of  facts  he  thought  it  would  be 
advisable  to  let  the  whole  matter  go  over,  to  be 
adjustel  by  Secretary  Browning,  who  would  have 
possession  of  the  office  in  a  few  days.  On  the  fol- 
lowing dav,  however,  General  Ewing  presented 
to  Mr  Harlan  the  fullowing  letter,  withdrawing 
his  bid: 

Washington,  August  30, 1866. 
Hon.  James  Harlan,  Secretary  of  the  Interior: 

sin:  When  I  made  my  bid  yesterday  for  the 
Delaware  lands  in  Kansas,!  had  not  seen  or  heard 
of  the  bond  filed  by  the  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company  on  the  27th  inst.,  and  their  letter  in- 
closing it;  nor  of  your  having  stated  orally  that 
the  bond  was  satisfactory,  and  their  proposition  to 
purchase  was  acepted;  nor  of  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday,  addressed  to  the  company,  then  already 
signed  ana  recorded.  I  had  not,  either,  car^lully 
c  'nsloered  the  7th  article  of  the  Delaware  treaty 
tsince  then,  however,  these  several  matters  have 
been  considered  by  me,  and  I  am  led  to  believe  that 
even  if  the  contract  should  be  awarded  to  me,  1 
shall  be  compelled  to  test  in  the  courts  the  claims 
of  the  jompany  to  the  right  of  purchase  of  the 
lands. 

I  do  not  consider  the  Hnds  a  good  purchase  at 
my  offer,  with  a  clouded  or  embarrassed  title,  and 
therefore  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my  bid,  and  re- 
ceive back  the  certificate  of  deposit  accompany- 
ing it.  Very  truly  yours, 

Thomas  Ewing,  Jr. 

The  withdrawal  by  General  Ewiner  of  hi?  bid 
ral3ed  the  question  of  his  right  to  do  so.  On  con- 
sultation with  William  T.  Otto,  the  Assistant  Sec- 
retary, to  whom  Mr.  Harlan  usually  referred  legal 
questions,  and  the  writer  hereof,  then  the  Chief 
Clerk  of  the  Department,  as  well  as  others  learned 
in  the  law,  the  Secretary  was  advised  that  General 
Ewlng  was  entitled  to  withdraw  his  bid  at  any 
time  bef.Teits  acceptance,  the  correc'ness  of  which, 
we  presume,  no  lawyer  will  doubt.  Tnis  bid  being 
wlthdrawa  then,  and  there  being  no  other  offer, 
the  contract  was  closed  with  the  abjve-named 


company.  An  examination  of  the  treaty  will  show 
that  it  is  at  least  doubtful  whether  the  company 
had  not  been  made  preferred  purchasers  within  tha 
period ;  in  other  words,  whether  the  company  did 
not  possess  exclusive  right  to  purchase  at  the  stipu- 
lated rate  per  acre  during  the  period  fixed  in  the 
treaty  ;  an  1  if  the  company  was  thus  pre'erred,  as 
its  officers  insisted,  then  Mr.  Karlan  committed  a 
legal  error  in  holding  the  sale  open  for  other  bids, 
after  receiving  notice  of  the  company'^  accept- 
atce — an  error  which  delayed,  instead  oi  benefited, 
the  railroad  company.  In  this  whole  transaction 
it  is  clear  from  the  testimony  that  Mr.  Harlan 
acted  with  scrupulous  care,  aDd  sought  to  make 
the  most  he  could  out  of  the  lands  ior  the  Denefit 
of  the  Indians. 

That  the  treaty  was  fairly  negotiated,  aDd  was 
fully  understood  by  the  Delaware  Indians,  is  fully 
apparent  from  the  following  letter  from  Superin- 
tendent Murphy,  addressed  to  the  Secretaiy  soon 
afcer  this  slander  appeared  ia  its  first  form,  about 
a  year  ago. 

Washington,  D.  C,  February  23,  1869. 
Hon-  James  Harlan,  United  Stales  Senate: 

sir:  My  attention  having  be*n  cilled  to  a  letter 
published  in  tbw  Cincinnati  Gazette,  from  a  cor- 
respondent in  this  city,  relative  to  the  treaty 
negotiated  with  the  Delaware  Indians  in  1866,  in 
wht^h,  alter  stating  that  "William  H.  Watson,  a 
clerk  in  the  Indian  Department,  was  appointed  a 
commissioner  to  visit  Kansas  and  conclude  a 
treaty  with  the  Delaware  Indians,"  it  goes  onto 
state  that  "Mr.  Watson  went  immediately  to 
Kansas  and  called  upon  thomas  JViurphy,  super- 
intendent of  Lndian  affairs  for  that  St*te,  and 
snowed  him  the  treaty  and  letter  of  instructions 
Mr.  Murphy  was  sick  in  bed,  and  not  being  able 
to  attend  to  the  matter,  directed  his  clerk  to  act 
for  him.  Vv  atsoa  ard  this  clerk  then  got  together 
three  chiefs  and  four  other  Indians  as  counselors, 
and  havintr  manipulated  thta>.  properly,  obtained 
their  signatures  to  the  treaty,  Ac  " 

As  one  oi  the  commissiouers  whose  name  is 
attached  to  tha  Delaware  treaty  of  i860,  I  deem  ic 
due  to  myself  to  siate  ihe  facts  relative  to  the 
making  of  this  treaty,  and  as  you  were  my 
superior  officer  at  that  time,  I  ceem  it  proper  to 
make  tha  statement  to  you 

Mr.  Watson.  Agent  Pratt,  and  myself,  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  negotiate  the  treaty 
referred  to.  On  Mr.  W atsnn's  arrival  at  Leaven- 
worth, Kansas,  I  met  him  there,  and  we  proceeded 
direct  to  the  Delaware  agency;  runners  were  sent 
out  to  inform  the  Indians,  an  i  the  dav  foil  >wing 
we  counseled  with  them  relative  to  the  business 
that  had  brought  us  there.  As  is  customary  with 
Indian  tribes,  the  Indians  after  consultation 
among  themselves,  directed  their  chiefs  and  head 
men  to  make  ihe  treaty.  Ttiey  performed  thD 
service  ihe  treaty  was  written  out.  by  the  com- 
missioners .  and  after  being  fully  explained,  was 
signed  by  them  and  all  the  chiefs  arid  head  men  ol 
the  Delaware  Nation  I  was  not  sick  at  that  time; 
was  present  during  the  negotiating  of  the  treaty. 
If  there  whs  any  manipulating  of  the  chiefs,  I 
knew  nothing  about  it.  1  do  know  that  the  treaty 
was  satisfactory  to  the  Delaware  Indians  at  that 
time,  and  1  have  never  heard  on«  of  them  pomplain 
about  any  o!  its  provisions  since. 

So  much  in  regard  to  that  portion  of  the  letter 
in  the  Gazette  which  r  fare  to  inyeli  in  connection 
with  tl  is  matter  ;  and,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing in  regard  to  the  other  statements  in  said 
)6trer  impugning  vour  motives  and  those  of  the 
then  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  that  as  far  a« 
I  have  any  knowledge,  they  are  wholly  without 
foundation  in  fact 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Murphy, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 

If  we  admit  that,  by  more  skillful  management 
1hese  lards  might  have  been  sold  for  the  price 
named  in  the  bid  put  in,  and  afterwards  with. 


drawn  by  General  Ewing,  still  the  Gazette  cor 
[respondent's  reckless  disregard  of  truth,  or  his 
|  total  Igoorance  of  the  subject,  is  perfectly  patent, 
i  lu  his  haste  to  gratify  his  hostility  to  Senator 
I  Harlan,  and  at  the  same  time  create  a  sensation, 
J  he  did  not  stop  to  add  up  the  figures.  Secretary 
Browning  reports,  in  tLe  document  to  which  we 
have  referred,  that  there  were  92  568  93-100  acres 
of  these  lands,  the  difference  between  the  total 
value  of  which,  at  $2  50  and  $3  01  per  acre,  w  ould 
be  less  than  $48,010,  instsad  of  $100,000,  as  alleged 
by  the  writer.  That  the  ridiculous  story  about 
the  supposed  righteous  indignation  of  a  clerk  in 
the  Indian  Bureau  is  false,  is  clear  from  a  peru. 
sal  of  the  treaty,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that 
j the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  had  nothing 
j  whatever  to  do  with  the  sale.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
that  officer  never  intermeddled  with  the  subject. 
The  treaty  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
make  the  sale,  and  he  did  make  it.  without  the 
aid  of  the  Commissioner.  The  succeeding  alle- 
gation that  the  United  states  lose  $lC0,00Uin  this 
sale  of  the  lands,  is  equally  destitute  of  truth,  and 
Itbatit  is  83  needs  no  other  proof  than  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  that  these  lands  were  the  exclu' 
jsive  property  of  the  Delaware  Indians,  and  were 
j  sold  for  their  benefit. 

We  have  thus,  ar.  the  risk  of  being  tedious,  care- 
fully and  minutely  traversed  every  allegation  of 
the  Gasettecorresponient,  presenting  the  affidavits 
jot  responsible  parties  personally  conversant  with 
j  the  facts  to  which  they  testify,  with  receipted  bills, 
in  denial  of  the  charges  made  against  the  ex  Sec- 
retary, afte*  having  personally  examined  the 
public  Tecords,  laws,  and  treaties,  and  files  of  the 
Interior  Department.  From  this  statement  the 
public,  ?o  far  as  it  may  feel  any  interest  in  the 
subject,  may  know  the  precise  facts  and  ihe  whole 
truth,  and  we  doub"  not  that  the  judgment  of  our 
readers  will  coincide  with  our  own  when  we  state 
that  this  narration  establishes  that  the  charges 
made  against  Senator  Harlan  are  utterly  ground- 
less, and  that  no  reliance  should  be  placed  here- 
after in  the  productions  of  this  correspondent, 
whenever,  at  least,  they  are  designed  to  affect  the 
j  conduct  or  character  of  individuals  It  is  now  said 
that  he  has  announced  on  the  streets,  to  his."cronies 
and  sympathizers,"  his  purpose  to  ''write  down 
Senator  Harlan,"  as  pure  a  public  man  as  lives,  and 
ruin  him  in  the  public  estimation.  What  this 
high-toned  gentleman  and  patriotic  correspondent 
may  be  able  to  make  up  from  discharged  servants 
and  dismissed  department  employes,  who  are  not 
always  free  from  vindictive  feelings,  and  a  dispo- 
sition  to  avenge  injuries,  real  or  imaginary^  or 
what  the  fruitful  imagination  of  a  sensational, 
reckless  correspondent  may  invent,  no  one  can 
divine  or  anticipate;  but  afcer  this  expose  of  his 
malicious  and  unwarranted  assault  upon  senator 
Harlan,  to  say  nothing  of  his  other  attacks  upon 
prominent  Eepublican  statesmen,  by  which  his 
true  character  is  made  known  to  his  employers,  we 
shall  be  surprised  if  the  columns  of  the  Cincin- 
nati Gazette  are  prostituted  hereafter  to  the  dis- 
semination of  bli  slanders. 

To  give  a  sort  of  color  to  his  vile  charges,  the 
Gazette  correspondent  absurdly  demands  to  bs  put 
to  the  proof  of  his  allegations  in  a  court  of  law — 
a  demand,  in  Itself,  ar  insult  to  common  sense. 


He  is  believed  to  be  totally  Irresponsible,  and  in 
eager  pursuit  of  notoriety,  doubtless  holding  that 
a  notoriety  for  infamy  is  preferable  to  total  ob- 
scurity. There  are  iust  such  depraved  minds  in 
all  professions,  and  unfortunately  for  the  press,  it 
is  not  exempt  from  the  common  lot.  But  if  this 
were  not  so  in  this  case— if  this  deliberate  slan- 
derer were  able  to  respond  in  damages—what  com- 
pensation would  such  a  judgment  be  to  a  pure  and 
upright  statesman  of  honorable  fame  for  the  in. 
juries  inflicted  on  his  good  name ;  the  only  legacy, 
perhaps,  which  he  will  be  able  to  bequeath  to  his 
children? 

Having  known  Senator  Harlan  Ions:  aTd  well 
and  believing  that  ha  is  pure  la  his  public  as  in 
his  private  life,  we  have  prepared  this  vindication 


of  his  character  from  the  assaults  of  the  Gazette 
correspondent,  urged  thereto  by  that  sense  of 
common  justice  which  should  animate  every 
heart,  and  which  will,  sooner  or  later,  prove  every 
just  man's  sure  vindication.  To  us  It  has  been  no 
pleasant  task,  for  attacks  of  this  character,  when 
shown,  as  la  this  case,  to  be  malicious  and  un- 
founded, bring  discredit  upon  the  press,  and  lessen 
the  dignity  of  its  members.  And  in  vindicating 
the  gentleman  assailed,  we  vindicate  the  press 
itself.  It  would  be  terrible,  indeed,  if  defamation 
of  this  character  could  not  be  exposed  and  refuted 
by  the  same  method  by  which  it  is  disseminated; 
and  hecce,  duty,  a3  well  as  justice,  demanded 
ttis  vindication  at  our  hands. 

W.  PKNN.  CLARKR, 
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